Avoiding ectropion by using the Mitek Anchor System for flap fixation to the facial bones.
The application of the Mitek Anchor System for bony fixation of the flap in the cheek area is described. The cervicofacial rotation-advancement flap is fixated to the malar bone using Mini Anchors for the purpose of diminishing the downward traction on the lower eyelid. They reduced the tension in the distal part of the flap and avoided distal-edge necrosis and ectropion. In another patient the free vascularized musculocutaneous flap, which had been grafted previously for a surgical defect in the cheek and resulted in ectropion of the lower eyelid, was fixated to the malar bone, and the ectropion was corrected. The Mitek Anchor System is useful in flap fixation to the bone because it provides a simple, fast, and reliable method for flap fixation with minimal dissection and precise placement.